
Trinity Episcopal Church 
Offering Companionship along the Way 

 

The Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

January 2, 2022 

Prelude Organ Improvisation and “Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her” BWV 700  
                by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Opening Hymn 80  From heaven above to earth I come            Vom Himmel hoch 
 

 

The Word of God 
 
 
Pastor Blessed be God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Priest  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no se-
crets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Gloria 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 
Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Pastor Let us pray together our collect. 
 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human 
nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A reading from the Prophecy of Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Thus says the Lord: 
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give 
praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel." See, I am going to bring 
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them 
the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have be-
come a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who 
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." For the Lord has ran-
somed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing 
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the 
grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
 
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will 
give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says 
the Lord. 
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Psalm 84:1-8 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

 
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his chil-
dren through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this rea-
son I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 
 

Gradual Hymn 480  When Jesus left his Father’s throne      Kingsfold 
 
Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke                       1:39-45 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem every year for the festival of the Passover. And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and 
they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 
Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to 
look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Je-
rusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
mother said to him, "Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been 
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searching for you in great anxiety." He said to them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father's house?" But they did not understand what he said to them. 
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treas-
ured all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 

Priest  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Sermon              The Rev. Heidi Truax 
 
A moment of Silent Reflection 
 
The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 

Father, we pray for all peoples throughout the world;  
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all those in religious orders, for lay and ordained ministers, and all the holy people of 
God; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

We give thanks at all times for the blessings of our lives.  We lift up our thanksgivings (we leave 
time for people to say silently or aloud the things for which they are grateful.) Give us grace to do 
your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

On our parish cycle of prayer we pray today for Al and Electra Tortorella, for Alisha Trimble, for 
Allison and Gary Tripp and for their families; 
That we may serve and love them, and one another, as Christ loves us. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer, especially (we read from the list and leave time for other 
names to be added.) We pray for all who are afflicted with any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

We pray for all those who have died, especially those who we name (we read from the list and 
leave time for other names to be added.) Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for all the saints, especially today we give thanks for the life of The Most Reverend 
Desmond Tutu; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
  
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of 
your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Confession 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we hum-
bly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Absolution 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  
 
Priest  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
 
Announcements 
 
Offertory Hymn 81  Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming                    Es ist ein Ros 
 
Doxology Hymn 380, vs. 3  Praise God from whom all blessings flow   Old 100th 

 

 
 



6 

 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Priest  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Priest  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 

At your command all things came to be; the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, rea-
son, and skill. You made us the stewards of creation. But we turned against you and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your right-
eous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your 
Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and mar-
tyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with 
them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.” 
 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
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Lord God of our Ancestors; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God of Sarah, Rebecca, Leah 
and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in 
the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and 
not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion 
make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. 
 

And now as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
 
Priest  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
The Communion (on the floor level of the nave, bread only) 
 
Communion Hymn 104  A stable lamp is lighted       Andújar 
 
Postcommunion Prayer  
 

Welcome, welcome, Jesus Christ our infant savior, the baby who makes every birth holy. 
May we, who like the shepherds have witnessed in the stable a new kind of love, return to 
our work with joy and go out to be instruments of peace, day by day. Amen. 
 

                    New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 527 

 
The Blessing (usually delivered by the bishop in Xhosa language) 
 

Bishop Tutu in spirit   I’m driving you out, go out into the world. Go in peace to love and serve the 
   Lord. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
People  In the name of Christ. Amen. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 
 

 
 
Final Hymn 110  The snow lay on the ground               Venite adoremus 
 
 
Postlude: Organ improvisation on tune Venite Adoremus          Gevert 
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Intercessor: John Oler 
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Counter: Cheryl Duntz 
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Announcements 
 

  
Thursday, Jan. 6  The Epiphany 
   12:30 PM Bible Study resumes on Zoom; First and Second Thessalonians 
 
Sunday, Jan. 9 Next Vestry Meeting 
 
Sunday, Jan. 23 12:00 Noon Parish Annual Meeting (snow date January 30) 
 
 
At our Sunday services: We ask that all people wear masks whether vaccinated or not and please observe so-
cial distancing.  
 
Hymn singing and coffee hour are suspended for the immediate future.  We’ll resume both activities as soon 
as it is safe to do so. 
 
Please remember that we are filming this service and wait to have private conversations until  
after you have left the nave. 
 
Music Credits for Live Stream:  “Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her” BWV 700 by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
edited by Ernst Naumann (1832-1910), published by Bach-Gesellschaft Ausgabe, Band 40 (pp.17-18) Leipzig: Breitkopf 
und Härtel, 1893. Plate B.W. XL. Source: International Music Library Project (imslp.org) Copyright: Public Domain.  
Hymns are reproduced with permission of OneLicense A-730466. All rights reserved.  
Organ Improvisations: © 2022 by Christine Gevert. All rights reserved, used by permission.  

The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and  

in hopes of a wonderful new year for us all by Martha Nesbitt. 
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